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Annotated Bibliography: LGBTTQ Legal & Political History In Canada 

CBC News "CBC News In-Depth: Same Sex Rights." June 14, 2005.  January 26, 2010. 
<http://www.cbc.ca/news/background/samesexrights/index.html>. This interactive CBC website focuses on 
the history of same-sex marriage rights in Canada. The main page could use updating – it talks about the 
Paul Martin government planning to proceed with legislation legalizing same-sex unions, a bill that became 
law in 2005. The page does have a useful and succinct timeline, including photographs, that highlights 
significant events in gay history in Canada from 1965 until 2006.  There are more entries on the timeline 
surrounding the same-sex marriage legal proceedings at the provincial and federal levels in the 2000’s than 
there are for 20th century events. The site features a similar timeline for global gay rights. Finally, an 
interactive map of Canada features pop-up point-form information about the rights of gay and lesbian 
couples in each of the Canadian provinces and territories. This site is a useful introduction and overview of 
gay rights and milestones along the path to legalizing gay marriage, suitable for use by students and 
teachers. However, the title “In-Depth” is misleading. CBC’s digital archives have much more in-depth 
coverage of the issues, including audio and video, but these are not directly linked to the “Same Sex 
Rights” website.  

 

Egan, Jim and Donald W. McLeod. Challenging the Conspiracy of Silence: My Life as a Gay Activist. 
Toronto: The Canadian Lesbian and Gay Archives and Homewood Books, 1998. In this oral history told by 
Egan and compiled, edited and prefaced by McLeod, a man widely considered Canada’s first gay activist 
shares his story and reflects on his lifelong activism. The history is told in an eloquent but casual first-
person authorial voice, and this, combined with the generous inclusion of photographs of Egan and his 
loved ones, remembered conversations, handwritten and typed letters, posters and other ephemera, makes 
the short book readable even for high school students. The book provides a snapshot of gay life in 1950’s 
and 60’s Toronto, describing popular hangouts, ways of negotiating romantic and sexual encounters, and 
early community organizations. Egan and McLeod acknowledge the subjectivity of the text, but Egan’s 
perspective is an important one in queer Canadian history. This is a detailed, touching, and often humorous 
account of Egan’s struggle to identify personally and then publicly as homosexual, the challenges faced by 
a gay man attempting to find community in mid-20th century Toronto, and his pioneering actions as a 
champion of gay rights in the Canadian public discourse – from sleazy tabloids right up to the Supreme 
Court.  

 

Nicol, Nancy. "Selections from Stand Together" jspot: journal of social and political thought. 5 (2003). York 
University. January 26, 2010. <http://www.yorku.ca/jspot/5/stand_together/>. This film/website, part of 
York University’s online journal jspot, was created to accompany the feature film of the same name by 
Nancy Nicol, an award winning documentary filmmaker and Associate Professor of Fine Arts at York. 
Stand Together uses videotaped interviews (partially transcribed on the website), archival materials such as 
photographs, pamphlets and newspaper clippings, music, and dramatizations to convey the story of the 
struggle for equal rights and the sometimes-violent backlash from police, conservative and religious 
groups, and right-wing politicians. While the content – particularly the personal testimonials - is important, 
the website is not aesthetically pleasing nor user friendly, with the video clips requiring plug-ins and the 
photos floating uncontrollable between thumbnail and maximized size. This site is valuable as a means of 
personalizing historical events such as “Operation Soap” and the debate over passing the amendment to the 
Human Rights Act. The site includes credits, criticism, and distribution information for the film.  
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Smith, Miriam. Lesbian and Gay rights in Canada: Social Movements and Equality-Seeking, 1971-1995. 
Toronto: University of Toronto Press Incorporated, 1999. Smith, and political scientist, is an expert in 
Canadian social movements and public policy and a professor in York University’s Law & Society 
program. In this book, heavy with theoretical language and research compiled from both academic sources 
and directly from several LGBT organizations’ files, Smith analyzes the history of lesbian and gay activism 
in Canada since 1971 through a critical feminist lens. She wonders whether, with the introduction of the 
Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms, Canadian courts and institutions have become the focus of 
Canadian LGBT activists, conservatizing the movement at the expense of its fundamental goals. Smith 
begins with the seminal gay protest on Parliament Hill in 1971 and examines how queer ideologies, social 
and political movements/organizations and identity politics have developed, shifted, and interacted with 
state institutions in the relatively stable capitalist democracy that was late 20th century Canada. Finally, she 
wonders how the entrenchment of sexual orientation in the Charter will chart the future course of gay and 
lesbian political and social liberation movements in Canada. The book includes an Appendix documenting 
court cases between 1985-96 wherein sexual orientation arguments were raised, as well as a comprehensive 
bibliography.  

 

Warner, Tom. Never Going Back: A History of Queer Activism in Canada. Toronto: University of Toronto  
Press Incorporated, 2002. Tom Warner, a prominent gay activist and former Human Rights Commissioner 
for the province of Ontario (1993-96), provides readers with a comprehensive history of LGBT activism in 
Canada – broadening the history beyond the typical Toronto-centric narrative. The author touches on the 
ancient foundations of oppression and the treatment of homosexuals in early Canadian society but focuses 
mainly on the last three decades of the 20th century. He goes into depth documenting the systemic 
heterosexism and institutionalized injustices against LGBT Canadians and recounts the struggles and 
victories won by both grassroots activists and by more organized LGBT community groups. Using sources 
including narrative interviews, published histories, and newspaper articles, Warner paints a rich picture of 
the fight against police brutality, legal and political battles for equal rights and protection from 
discrimination, identity politics of queer minority groups, the Pride movement, mobilization around the 
AIDS crisis, and more. He does not shy away from describing the diversity and internal divisions in 
Canada’s queer communities, primarily the rift in purpose between “assimilationists” and “liberationists,” 
arguing ultimately that Canadian queers can and should never truly assimilate or sanitize their existence to 
gain the tolerance of mainstream Canadians. Warner conceives of the project(s) of lesbian and gay 
liberationists broadly – as activists engaged in a fight to achieve sexual and social liberation for themselves 
and, in so doing, for Canadian society as a whole. 

 

 


